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Beijing-based People's Architecture Of-
fice (PAO) and People’s Industrial Design
Office(PIDO) were both founded by He
Zhe, James Shen and Zang Feng in 2010,
and consist of international teams of ar-
chitects, engineers and urbanists.
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He Zhe was born in Jinhua, Zhejiang
Province. He is a Registered Architect
in China, with a Bachelor of Architec-
ture and a Master of Urbanism from
Xi'an University of Architecture and
Technology. He was awarded the
Taiwan Tsao Ting-kung Scholarship
in 1999 and Best Dissertation Award
from the International Federation
for Housing and Planning in 2002.
From 2003 to 2010, He Zhe worked
at Atelier FCJZ, where he was Proj-
ect Architect for a redevelopment
project for the Qianmen District in
Beijing, the Shenzhen Media Group
Tower, and the interior for Shanghai

Tang Palace Restaurant in Shanghai.
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James Shen was born and raised
in Los Angeles, USA. He received
a Master of Architecture from MIT
in 2007, a Bachelor of Science in
Product Design from California State
University, Long Beach in 2001, and
studied at the Bartlett School of Ar-
chitecture at the University College,
London in 2000. From 2001-2003,
James was a furniture designer at
Donald Chadwick and Associates,
working on the Chadwick Chair for
Knoll and the Hansemm Children’
s Chair. Upon receiving his M.Arch,
James moved to China to work as
a Project Architect for Atelier FCJZ.
Notable projects include villas for
the Next Gene-20 Project in Aodi,
Taiwan, a Research Laboratory for
Novartis’ Shanghai Campus, and
the Shenzhen Media Group Tower
with He Zhe. His awards include
an American Institute of Architects
Scholarship (AIA) (2004), MIT Merit
Scholarship (2004), MIT Graduate
Merit Award (2007).
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Zang Feng was born in Lanzhou,
Gansu Province. He received a
Master of Architecture at the Gradu-
ate Center of Architecture, Peking
University. He participated in the
Historic Architecture Preservation
Camp in Italy in 2005; and received a
scholarship from Chitian Corporate
Japan in 2006. Zang Feng’s research
project “Government” was shown at
the Shenzhen Architecture Biennale
in 2005 and the China Design Now
exhibition at the Victoria & Albert
Museum in London in 2008. Zang
Feng worked at the Beijing Institute
of Architectural Design in 2005; and
at Atelier FCJZ from 2006 to 2010.
He was the Project Architect for the
Shanghai Corporate Pavilion at the
2010 Shanghai Expo.
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People's Architecture Office (PAO)
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Program . River Heights Residential Towers

Location. Taiyuan, Shanxi

Building area: 500 000m’

Status. Under Construction
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With the belief that design is for the masses,
PAO aims to be conceptually accessible and
culturally pragmatic. PAO approaches design
from the framework of the realities of scale,
global economics and flows, mass production,
mass markets and social networks. PAQO's projects
include the recently completed headquarters for
21cake in Beijing, the River Heights Project and the
design of the Shenxing South Road Residences,
etc.
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— ——— ";Ea_ The context of the Riverside Heights Residential Towers is an

undeveloped suburban location on the outskirts of Taiyuan.
To promote urban living in a tabula rasa environment we
manipulated the scales of the towers to appear larger than they
are; the result is a ‘'metropolitan’ suburban development with
an articulated skyline. To achieve this effect, the towers were
subdivided into three mini-towers, each with the footprint of an
individual housing unit. Three mini-towers share one core, vary
in height and are capped by roof gardens. The consistency of
the facades further enhances the illusion of scale.

The articulated skyline and groupings of the buildings suggest
a collective form. Through repetition and highly controlled
facades, the buildings act as a background, highlighting the
surrounding landscaped areas of open green spaces and sunken
plazas.
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Twin boxes of the Juxing Tower Showroom
are shimmering spectacles projected from a
homogenous grey mass. Devices of decep-
tion, these two boxes contain an interior that
visually expands beyond its physical con-
fines - vertically, horizontally, and in depth.
Aided by the contrast of the grey uniformity,
the transparency of the showroom'’s fagade
draws the eye towards the interior.
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The design of the interior is defined by
relationship between doubles. R fi[ective
e interior horizontally as o

faces expand

URBAN FLUX 93




FEFHEZT /075 Profie PAOIPIDO

S
COURTYARD HOUSE PLUGIN

TBE&K. =TE HK
e WEKR
BIERS[E). 201024
BEHFER: 500 000m?

=E1 N

ANNEE
Il = E

Program: River Heights Residential Towers
Location. Taiyuan, Shanxi

Date. 2010-

Building area: 500 000m’

Status. Under Construction
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The Courtyard House Plugin is a quick and
low-impact method of rejuvenating historic
courtyard houses. Pre-fabricated modular
units are inserted into the existing courtyard
house structure while leaving the original
conditions intact. Infrastructural elements
such as plumbing, floor heating, insulation,
and wiring are integrated into the Plugin

Units and run above the original ground.
Therefore minimal excavation is required.

Inserting Plugin Modules is a soft approach
to upgrading old buildings. The modules in-
tegrate well with partially vacant courtyards.
They do not affect structures in use by resi-
dents and only occupies vacant areas.

The Plugin Modules achieves standards of
modern living and energy efficiency impos-
sible to achieve with standard renovation
methods. Installing Plugin Modules can help
rejuvenate historic districts by attracting a
wide range of programmatic uses to court-
yard houses.
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THE TRICYCLE HOUSE
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Material: Polypropylene
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The Tricycle House addresses the theme "The
People's Future" for the 2012 Get It Louder
Exhibition in Beijing. Private ownership of
land in China does not exist, and The Tricycle
House suggests a future embrace of the tem-
porary relationship between people and the
land they occupy. In a crowded Chinese city
single family homes can be affordable and
sustainable, parking lots are used at night,
and traffic jams are acceptable.

As a construction method we experimented
with folded plastic. Each piece of the house
is cut with a CNC router, scored, folded and
welded into shape. The plastic, polypro-
pylene, can be folded without losing its
strength. Therefore the house can open up
to the outside, expand like an accordion for
more space, and connect to other houses.
The plastic is translucent allowing the in-

Our design approach is defined by our education
and experience working in architecture and
product design. We are therefore adept at
different scales and viewing our products not only
as objects but as objects in space.

We strive for simplicity and conceptual clarity.

Pushing beyond form-making we experiment
with materials, movement, visual effects, and
both primitive and hi-tech technologies. With this
holistic approach, we re-define the ways users

engage with products.
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tank, and furniture that can transform from a
bed to a dining table and bench to a bench and
counter top. The sink, stove, and bathtub can
collapse into the front wall of the house.

BHERE NG

FEFHEZR /05 Profie PAOIPIDO

—
.. Sy
1
_—
st ta bl
— AT
d (A0
- [ty
|
-
=)
roe,
- s
- e
e P
g
=
=
Ml't
ki
|
i
Basznane
- L]
T
[ % |
(Y (T
'1 i
|
}
AN R T Ll
i e
Eaaun
—_
e e o
Ay
f s 4r
G s z
L] as
—_— . il

URBAN FLUX 99



FEFHEZT /075 Profie PAOIPIDO

+Xx LR
+X BOOKSHELF
PP 0, 4805

Material. Steel, Aluminium Plate
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The concept for the +Xbookshelf came from
the idea of creating a shelving unit that
matched the angle of the pitched roof of our
office, which is located in a traditional Beijing
courtyard house.

The French company La Chance asked us to
develop this into a flexible modular shelving
system with limitless possibilities.

Therefore we designed a bookshelf that
bookshelf could be oriented diagonally to
be used as a bookshelf with no bookends
or oriented horizontally for a wider range
of uses. Its application can be as varied as
covering an entire wall or functioning as a
free-standing mid-height space divider. A

777 1 Profile PAOIPIDO

wood base is provided for the freestanding
version.

The shelves are 3mm thick anodized
aluminum and come in a multitude of colors.
Together, the reflections on the aluminum
shelves create a color blending effect. The
shelves can also be inserted in different
orientations allowing for shelves that span
several modules. The frame of the bookshelf
is steel and can be completely flat packed
for efficient shipping. For assembly the
bookshelf is simply screwed together.

2013, +x bookshelf received China Interior
Design Award 2013.
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‘Several Pop-Up Houses male a Pop-Up City
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The Pop-Up Habitat is a modular and light-
weight multi-purpose structural system.
Constructed of repurposed reflective panels
commonly used in photography, the Pop-Up
Habitat makes use of and exaggerates the
inherent qualities of these panels: rigidity,
flexibility and collapsibility. Pop-Up modules
are attached to each other with just Velcro
and are easily assembled by unskilled labor;
each module consists of two halves that can
be collapsed into small independent pack-
ages. The design is instantly deployable, and
goes from flat panels to enclosed tent in just
minutes. The Pop-Up Habitat is customizable
and has been deployed as an auditorium,
gallery, canopy, shelter and tent in diverse ar-
eas: historical, commercial, suburban and city
center, inside and outside. Modules can be
formed into arches and rooms, linear spaces
or stacked vertically to create multi-story
free-standing structures. These shimmering
modules can be connected to one another
to create an infinitely expandable tent city.
Playful and visually appealing, the simplicity
of constructing the Pop-Up Habitat allows
even children to be architects, constructing
their own spaces for play and discovery.
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MESH CHAIR
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Material: Steel
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Not all wire is created equal. The Mesh Chair
is an exercise in efficiency. The wire mesh
is dense in areas that support the body
and open where it doesn’t. In this way we
increase comfort without increasing weight.
The diagonals that are crucial for structure
are made thick while those that are needed
for comfort are thin. The emphasis on the

diagonals results in a striking hatch effect
that gives a light airiness to the chair.

The Mesh chair comes in a side chair version
and a stool version in various colors of
a powder coat finish. Also available are
matching seating pads for added comfort.
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BEAM TABLE
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Materials: Steel, Wood
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The Beam Table combines the tabletop
with folded sheet metal beams into one
monumental structure. The angles of the
chamfered edges of the table's underside
continue into the angles of the folded sheet
metal beams giving the table an appearance
of a thin surface floating above its legs. The
tables are available in various shapes and
sizes and can be disassembled and shipped
flat. Spans for the Beam Table range from 2
to 6 meters.




